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On Nov. 6, President Cesar Gaviria announced a plan to invest more than $150 million in the socioeconomic "rehabilitation" of Medellin over the next three years. The plan includes job creation;
promoting improvements in education, health and nutrition; restructuring urban spaces; promoting
citizen participation; and, strengthening the justice and public security systems. With more than
2 million inhabitants, Medellin is Colombia's second largest city. The program will directly create
about 20,000 new jobs and retrain about 30,000 currently employed workers. Small business and
educational incentives will create up to 40,000 additional jobs. An urban reform law is expected
to promote long-term stability for squatters residing in 100,000 homes constructed in several
"marginal" areas of the city. An estimated 7,000 squatter households are to be relocated. Gaviria said
a system of neighborhood networks and television shows will promote citizen participation. Next,
the program includes construction of five new police stations, equipment acquisition for the army
and the police, and expansion of the police force. Finally, the president said his government has
obtained financing from Spain and Germany to complete the city's subway system. (Source: Agence
France-Presse, 11/06/91)
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